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Director’s note
YOU GET ME

I’m so pleased to welcome you to Carbon. The Cherry’s 
2023 was a year of exciting explorations of movement-
based theater (clown with Heading into Night, dance with 
e-motion, aerial with Air Heart, and circus with Peter and 
the Wolf). But our first love has always been to produce 
extraordinary new plays from around the world, in English 
for the first time. We love the ways that international 
writing expands our ideas of what theater writing can look 
like. And it’s been a long time since we encountered a 
voice as extraordinary as Pier Lorenzo Pisano’s.

When we produce writing, like Lorenzo’s, that’s quite 
different from most US theater writing, I’ve noticed a 
common, slightly anxious response from a lot of our 
audience members: “I enjoyed it, but I’m not sure I 
got it.” And I get it! (If you’re a person who has never 
thought that about one of our plays, no need to read on. 
You know what to do.)

Here’s my advice to folks who are concerned about 
not “getting it”. Don’t try! Think of an abstract painting 
or sculpture. As a culture, we’re accustomed to them 
enough that we don’t ask, “but what is it a painting of?” 
We let ourselves be moved by these works in less specific 
ways. If there are aspects of this play that you’re not sure 
you “get,” just don’t sweat it. Like an abstract painting, 
plays like this are aiming to inspire and stimulate you—
not test you! The difference I see in audience members 
isn’t between the folks who “get it” and the folks who 
don’t—it’s between the folks who are worried they didn’t 
get it, and the folks who knew not to try.

Now that I’ve thoroughly freaked you out, don’t worry! 
This play is no weirder than many others many of you 
have seen and enjoyed in this room. Carbon isn’t afraid to 
tackle the big questions, and I’m not sure a play can go 
this big without breaking out of traditional forms. Release 
yourself to it! We’re thrilled to have you here for the ride.

—Samuel Buggeln, Artistic Director

co-producing sponsors 
Donald Spector &
 Stacia Zabusky

All actors are members of Actors Equity 
Association. Produced under the auspices of the 
AEA Members’ Project Code. 
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Shelley Cooper
Alexander Irwin &  

Wade Wright
Nancy & Joel Malina
Jim Miller &  

Christine Schelhas-Miller
Diana Riesman
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Cherry Arts Members enjoy an array of exclusive 
benefits, along with the satisfaction of knowing 
that their support keeps the Cherry thriving!

WE APPRECIATE OUR CHERRY MEMBERS FOR THEIR SUPPORT 
RENEW YOUR SUPPORT OR BECOME A MEMBER TODAY AT thecherry.org/support

The Cherry Arts is a multi-arts hub that 
creates vibrant spaces for collaboration and 
experimentation across artistic and cultural 
boundaries. We host works in the Cherry Artspace, 
Cherry Gallery, and Camilla Schade Studio, all on 
Cherry Street in Ithaca’s West End. A primary focus 
of our support is the Cherry Artists’ Collective, a 
self-governing ensemble of professional theater 
artists who create new works of performance 
that are radically local, radically international, and 
formally innovative.
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CHERRY WORK-STUDY & INTERNS
Melanie Almanza, Christopher Buonomo, Michéla 
Domachowske, Olivia Ingle, Lily Kimball Watras, 
Kathrynn Meuser, Kai Moore, Joel Staub, Asya 
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Next up at the Cherry 
La Cerise Noire 
May 3–4
The Cherry will transform into a 
decadent cabaret and you will be 
enchanted by aerial arts, comedy, 
music, burlesque, drag, and more!

June Dance
June 3–9
A seven-day creative residency with 
NYC’s award-winning Passion Fruit 
Dance Company, including two weekend 
performances and community workshops.

Enjoy a workshop  
at the Cherry  
this spring! 
 
Movement, performance, puppetry,  
and storytelling workshops for adults 
– taught by experts, for personal 
development and professional skills.

thecherry.org/spring24-workshops/



Investment Advisory Services offered through Fingerlakes Wealth Management, Inc. (FWM), a Registered Investment Advisor. 
Advisory services are only offered to clients or prospectives where FWM and its representatives are properly licensed or exempt 
from licensure. Past performance is no guarantee of future returns. Investing involves risk and possible loss of principal capital. No 
advice may be rendered by FWM unless a client service agreement is in place. Some advisers are affiliated with Fortune Financial 
Services, Inc. member FINRA & SIPC.  Fingerlakes Wealth Management, Inc. and Fortune Financial Services are separate entities.

Proudly Supporting the 
Arts in Our Community 

FINANCIAL AND RETIRMENT PLANNING

CAST BIOS
All are members of the Cherry 
Artists Collective. 

MARC GOMES
Previous Cherry: The Wetsuit-
man. Marc is a teacher, writer 
and actor in television, film and 
on stage. He is a member of 
Third Space Performance Lab 
with artist/scholar Shanti Pillai. 
Their work has been presented at 
UC Berkeley, USC, Brown Univer-
sity, the GATI Institute in Delhi, 
and most recently at Cornell and 
Williams College. He is also an 
original artist with The Unusual 
Suspects Theater Company in 
Los Angeles. Marc received a 
UNIDO CEMA for his screenplay 
adaptation of the Caribbean 
classic, Corentyne Thunder. Marc 
is an avid cyclist and bicycling 
advocate.

ELIZABETH MOZER 
Previous Cherry: George Kaplan, 
Felt Sad Posted a Frog, And 
What Happens If I Don’t, and 
The Asylum Project. She provided 
the movement direction for An 
Odyssey (Hangar Theatre-Cherry 
Arts co-production). Elizabeth is 
an actress, theatre maker, direc-
tor, and educator, with a special-
ization in movement. Elizabeth’s 
performance of her one-woman 
play The Asylum Project received 
the award for Best Drama at the 
United Solo Theatre Festival in 
NYC. She has been an original 
cast member in the Broadway 
productions Teddy & Alice, Dan-
gerous Games, and Victor/Vic-
toria. Elizabeth’s play Castle on 
the Hill was recently published 
by Next Stage Press and she’s 
currently developing a new work 
based on the lives of environ-
mental activists. Elizabeth is an 
Associate Professor at Bingham-
ton University and a member of 
SAG-AFTRA and AEA.

JACOB GARRETT WHITE 
Previous Cherry: George Kaplan, 
White Rabbit Red Rabbit, and 
Rule of Thumb. Jacob is an actor 
and social worker. His NYC the-
atre credits include: The Barrow 
Group’s Pentecost, Lobby Hero, 
and The Faithful, TFANA’s Julius 
Caesar, and The Public Theatre/
NYSF’s Cymbeline. Regionally he 
has performed in: The Old Globe 
& Goodman Theater’s Floyd Col-
lins, NJ Rep’s Panama, Color of 
Flesh, and Emil, Axial Theater’s 
Lost in Paradise, and the En-
semble Theater of Cincinnati’s 
Keeping the Faith. Locally, Jacob 
has performed with Homecom-
ing Players, Civic Ensemble, and 
the Hangar Theatre. Thank you 
to Jen and Audie!





Amnesty International Local Group 73 in Ithaca invites 
you to our monthly meetings. Come write and sign 
letters and take action for Amnesty’s prisoner of con-
science cases and other human rights campaigns!

When: Third Tuesday of the month. 7:30 pm.
Information: 607-273-3009 or ewb2@ cornell.edu or uteritz-
deutch@yahoo.com. Our monthly newsletter is sent free of 
charge.

 

Your destination for premium  
tours and events in the Finger 

Lakes region.

Discover the possibilities...

ExperienceFingerLakes.com 
607-233-4818

info@experiencefingerlakes.com

The Cherry thanks

for their generous support 
taitem.com



Put your 
company’s 

message here! 
Businesses who partner with 
the Cherry Arts communicate 

to the broad and diverse 
community of Cherry patrons 

that they are strong supporters 
of the arts in our region. All 
the artistic work the Cherry 
brings to our community—

including this performance!—is 
made possible in part through 
the investments of our area’s 

business community in Cherry 
advertising and sponsorships.  

Email partnerships@
thecherry.org



alternatives.org

The Cherry thanks

for their generous support

The Cherry thanks

for their generous support



400 North MEADOW STreet  607.273.7110 
triphammer marketplace  607.257.2255 

ithacabakery.com

dazzling tastebuds
for 110 years

breakfast • lunch • dinner  
pastries • artisan bread  
local meats and cheeses  



Tompkins Is Proud 
to Support the People and 
Organizations � at Make a 

Di� erence in Central New York.

TompkinsBank.com | 1-888-273-3210

Our Community
IS OUR GREATEST INVESTMENT



Spring into Motion  
at the Cherry! 
 
Movement, performance,  
puppetry, and storytelling  
workshops for adults!

thecherry.org/spring24-workshops/


